
 

Those of us who know the 
tongue-in-cheek proverb 
about the light at the end of 
the tunnel will take comfort 
from the lack of a train track 
in the above picture. It is 
from a billboard that I saw at 
the airport two weeks ago 
with the CCS seniors. 

For more than 30 years, the 
senior classes of CCS have 
ended their K-12 run with a 
special trip. Last year, that 
tradition was canceled due to 
the global pandemic shut-
down. (I shared thoughts 
about that sad news in a video 
on the school blog last May, 
2020, and stand by those 
thoughts 13 months later.)   

This school year has proven 
to be a roller-coaster of ups 
and downs, openings and 
closures, dreams and disap-
pointments, set-backs and 
milestones. Through it all, 
our school Covid protocols 
helped us mitigate many  
challenges, but one question 
loomed large for our 12th 
graders: would Covid cancel 
another Senior Trip? Like all 
the classes before them, this 
group had earned the trip --
literally and figuratively. 

Plans were in place; planes 
were flying; lodging was 
booked; Disney tickets were 
in hand.... but still, after a 

rope separated the mask 
wearers in line from the   
thousands of unmasked   
passers-by inches away on 
the other side of the rope.  

One of our goals as a school 
is teaching students HOW to 
think from a Biblical 
worldview (Phil 4:8). I am 
glad that they have not     
forgotten to wear their 
“thinking caps” even as they 
wore masks as needed this 
year.  

 

While standing in these rope 
lines and the beautiful Florida 
breeze and sunshine the irony  
of this remnant rule was not 
lost on those observing it. 
Florida lead the nation in 
vaccinations for those age 65 
and up; Florida schools had 
been open for in-person 
learning all year; and “the 
science” (and our seniors own 
personal experience) con-
firmed that their age group 
was the least at risk during 
the pandemic. These facts, 
along with daily improving 
CDC updates, meant that  
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year of bracing for bad news, 
it was hard to remain        
optimistic. 

Then it happened: In mid-

May, the metaphor of the 
picture above came into   
focus. Following the data 
(and other states) Michigan 
dropped the mask mandate 
and social distancing for over 
half the state and announced 
fully opening on July 1.  The 
timing of this good news felt 
like a gift from God.  

On May 21st, twenty seniors 
and three sponsors loaded the 
school bus and headed to 
Grand Rapids (Thank you, 
Mr. Maine) and our 30-year 
tradition of Senior Trips re-
sumed.  

We enjoyed first-hand one of 
the most “open” states in the 
nation. Governor DeSantis 
has led the way in common 
sense responses to Covid’s 
many challenges. The beach 
at Clearwater was just as 
“normal” as it had been for 
the many other CCS classes 
who have spent the day there. 
It was the most “pre-Covid” 
world any of us had experi-
enced in over a year. That 
sensation alone was worth the 
trip. This was true every-
where except in Disney parks 
where selective mask require-
ments flew like ghosts in the 
face of the science and data. 

For instance, masks were not 
required in the Disney parks 
(thank heavens), but as soon 
as guests entered a rope line 
for a ride, a “cast member” 
sternly told them to put on a 
mask and cover their nose. 
Keep in mind, that long lines 
for rides now stretch along 
the public walk-ways—

outdoors. Only a waist-high 

 

virtually no one attending the 
parks—neither the young nor 
the old--had anything to fear 
beyond the Haunted Mansion 
or the Tower of Terror. The 
pharisaical nature and     
symbolism of this limited 
lingering mask mandate was 
confirmed as each ride ended 
and guests were free to    
immediately show their faces 
and breathe freely again as 
they exited side-by-side with 
countless unmasked 
strangers. 
                                          
One thing this generation 
learned from the pandemic is 
how to put the feelings and 
safety of others ahead of their 
own and to  jump through 
hoops with a smile. You 
would have been proud of 
our seniors for wearing 
masks when asked to with 
the same playful spirit of 
children wearing mouse ears. 
After all, this was the world 
of Disney... where pretending 
is half the fun. 

Tom Kapanka                   
CCS Administator  
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We have gone digital! 

We will now be sending 
out the CCS newsletter via 

email! 
___________________ 

If you would like to add 
someone to our email list 
to receive the newsletter 

only, please call the office 
at 231-865-2141 or email 

Julie Beals at 
beals@calvaryeagles.org. 
___________________   

Hard copies of the 
newsletter will be 

available outside the 
school office.    

Summer Office Hours 

Monday– Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Phone Number 

231-865-2141 
 

Website: 

www.calvaryeagles.org 

  

Kindergarten  Graduation 

 

 

 This year has been like no other. Teaching in person was a blessing, but navigating 

all the COVID protocol was daunting. This year’s Kindergarten class had to learn to      

navigate and learn all these procedures right along with me, and they did it like 

champs.! We didn’t just get by, we became a family. We learned that to make things 

happen we would have to work together, help each other, and love each other.  We 

learned compassion and empathy. We learned to trust in God‘s plan and pray for one 

another. We learned to read, we played, we partied, and we explored. The Lord gave 

us the strength we needed each day,  and as a result, we learned life lessons that will 

become a guide to us when things get tough.  

 

 I couldn’t be more proud of these precious children. They deserve their diploma 

like no other class in my career. Introducing the 2021 graduating Kindergarten Class 

from Calvary Christian School! 

 

Mrs. Sarah VanTine 

 

                                           “LEAVING A LEGACY”          

COMMEMORATIVE TREE – WE STILL HAVE LEAVES LEFT TO ADD 
NAMES – ANY NAME YOU CHOOSE:  

“Your name”, “In Memory of”, “In Honor of” 
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For assistance and/or discussion on how to     

prayerfully give to this ministry, please contact Tom     

Kapanka or Brad Richards at 231-865-2141.  We 

would be happy to discuss on the phone or set up a 

time for you to come sit down and visit with us!   
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   Calvary Christian Schools 2021 Graduation  

Congratulations to Tom and Julie Kapanka on 

their 20th anniversary in the year 2020 at     

Calvary Christian Schools!  The public    

presentation was made at graduation due to the 

cancelation of the annual banquet this school 

year.  We are so thankful for them and their 

commitment to Christian education.                                                    

Thank you Tom and Julie!   
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.Emily Jo Beals  Emily is the daughter of Bryan Beals and Sally Yetman.  She attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 11 years.  Emily’s favorite verse is Psalm 138:3 (NKJV) - In the day when I 
cried out, You answered me, and made me bold with strength in my soul.  She was part of the CCS 
Worship Team and played basketball for 3 years, soccer for 2 years and volleyball for 4 years.  Her 
community service included beach clean-up, highway clean-up, Rake n’ Run, as well as volunteering 
at President Trump’s rally.  She was also involved in student ministries and a part of the tech team at 

           her church.  Emily plans on attending Indiana Wesleyan University in the fall to pursue a degree in  
       Athletic Training. 

Allison Kay Beals  Allison is the daughter of Bryan Beals and Sally Yetman.  She attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 11 years.  Allison’s favorite verse is Isaiah 41:10 - So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my   
righteous right hand.  She played basketball and volleyball for 1 year, played soccer for 2 years, and ran 
cross country for 2 years.  Allison’s community service included beach clean-up, highway clean-up, Rake 
n’ Run, volunteering at food trucks, as well as volunteering at President Trump’s rally.   She was also     
involved in youth ministries and a part of the tech team at her church.  Allison plans on going into the   
United States Air Force to pursue a career in Security Forces. 

Dakota James Baas  Dakota is the son of Mark and Beth Baas.  He attended Calvary Christian Schools 
for 4 years.  Dakota’s favorite verse is John 15:13 (NIV) - Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.  He participated in soccer, cross country, basketball, track, choir, band and 
was a part of the Calvary Player’s Drama Club.  Dakota’s community service included beach and       
highway clean-up, as well as volunteering at President Trump’s rally.  After graduation, Dakota plans on   
going into the United States Marine Corp.   

    
Rebekah Marie Dukes, Salutatorian  Rebekah is the daughter of Dr. William and    
Marie Dukes.  She attended Calvary Christian Schools for 8 years.  Rebekah’s favorite verse 
is Psalm 115:1 (NIV) - Not to us, L"#$, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of 
your love and faithfulness.  She played volleyball for 4 years, club volleyball for 2 years and 
golf for 4 years.  Rebekah participated in choir for 3 years, and band for 1 year.  She was 
also a leader on the CCS Worship Team, a member of the National Honor Society,    

          CCS Student Council and represented CCS at Showcase in Performing Arts.  Rebekah        
          participated in the worship team for her church youth group, Night to Shine and was a      
          volunteer at Regatta, a special needs program.  Her community service included beach and  
          highway clean-up, as well as volunteering at President Trump’s rally.  Rebekah plans on  
          attending Indiana Wesleyan University to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Therapy. 

Andrea Arden Nelson, Valedictorian  Andrea is the daughter of Dr. Deron and       
Rebekah Nelson.  She attended Calvary Christian Schools for 11 years.  Andrea’s favorite 
verse is 1 Peter 5:7 - Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  She played 
volleyball and participated in band and choir.  Andrea was also a member of the National 
Honor Society and student council.  Her community service included beach and highway 
clean-up, volunteering at food trucks and sorting clothes at Love in Action, as well as      

       helping in the nursery at her church.  Andrea plans on attending Cornerstone University in  
           the fall. 



 

Braden David Cohea  Braden is the son of Ed Cohea and Lori Vogel.  He attended Calvary Christian 
Schools for 1 year.  Braden’s favorite verse is Joshua 1:9 (NIV) - Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the L"#$ your God will be with you   
wherever you go.  Before coming to CCS, he played football, soccer, baseball and participated in track 
and power lifting.  At CCS he played basketball and soccer.  Braden also participated in choir and CCS 
Worship Team.  His community service activities included volunteering with food trucks and raking            

     Braden plans on attending Cornerstone University to play basketball and get a business degree to   

         become a real estate agent. 

 

Logan Noel Burgess  Logan is the daughter of Carl and Cindy Burgess.  She attended    Calvary Christian 
Schools for 13 years.  Logan’s favorite verses are Psalm 116:5-6 (NIV) - The L"#$ is  gracious and right-
eous;  our God is full of compassion.  The L"#$ protects the unwary; when I was brought low, he saved 
me.  She was part of the CCS Worship Team and participated in band and choir.  Logan also played volley-
ball, basketball and soccer. Her community service included beach clean-up, highway clean-up and Rake n’ 
Run. She is also a leader in the children’s ministry at her church.  Logan plans on attending Muskegon Com-
munity College in the fall to pursue a career in Social Work. 

Emmalee Ann Dykman  Emmalee is the daughter of Scott and Sarah Dykman.  She attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 4 years.  Emmalee’s favorite verse is 2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) - For the Spirit God gave 
us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.  She played volleyball for 4 years 
and club volleyball for 4 years.  Emmalee also participated in choir for 2 years and was vice president of 
the National Honor Society and president of student council.  Her community service included highway 
clean-up, volunteering at food trucks, Regatta and Night to Shine.  She also went on a mission trip to    
Guatemala in 2017 and teaches 2 and 3 year olds and works in her church nursery.  Emmalee plans on   
pursuing a career in Occupational Therapy.     

Benjamin John Gerst  Benjamin is the son of Jeanne Gerst.  He attended Calvary Christian Schools 
for 9 years.  Benjamin’s favorite verse is John 1:12 (NIV) - Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.  He played soccer for 2 years,       
basketball for 1 year and participated in track 1 year.  Benjamin was also in band for 4 years, choir for 3 
years, stage manager for the Calvary Players Drama Club for 3 years, on the CCS Worship Team,     
student council and was president of the National Honor Society.  Benjamin’s community service      
included beach and highway clean-up and volunteering with food trucks.  He was also on the student  

     leadership team and student worship team at his church.  Benjamin plans to attend Muskegon            

     Community College for 2 years and then transfer to Cornerstone University to pursue a career in         
     business consulting and potentially ministry. 
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Kyra Ann Hamilton  Kyra is the daughter of Dan and Carrie Hamilton.  She attended Calvary Christian 
Schools for 12 years.  Kyra’s favorite verse is James 1:12 (NIV) - Blessed is the one who perseveres under 
trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to 
those who love him.  She participated in choir and band, played basketball for 4 years and participated on 
the cross country team for 5 years and the track team for 1 year.  Kyra was also a member of the National 
Honor Society and the CCS Worship Team.  Her community service included highway clean-up,            
volunteering at food trucks and volunteering at multiple Vacation Bible Schools.  Kyra also volunteered at a 
day camp every summer at her grandparents’ church, as well as helping with the nursery and tech team at  

    her own church.  Kyra plans to attend college to study elementary education.  

Zachary Michael Hazekamp  Zachary is the son of Michael and Michelle Hazekamp.  He attended 
Calvary Christian Schools for 9 years.  Zachary’s favorite verse is Matthew 17:20 (NIV) – He replied, 
“Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for 
you.”  He is an Eagle Scout, played percussion in band for 3 years, played soccer for 4 years, club      
soccer for 2 years, and rode motocross for 1 year.  Zachary’s community service included highway 
cleanup, fairgrounds clean-up, volunteering at President Trump’s rally, and helping at his church with  

         Christmas donations.  Zachary plans to attend Muskegon Community College for 2 years and then       
             transfer to Davenport College to study finance and become a Financial Advisor. 



 

 

Gabrielle Claire Hebert  Gabrielle is the daughter of Joe and Carey Hebert.  She attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 3-1\2 years.  Gabrielle’s favorite verse is Romans 8:18 (NIV) -  I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  She participated in 
volleyball, soccer, robotics and was a member of the Calvary Players Drama Club.  Gabrielle’s           
community service included highway clean-up, raking leaves, helping at senior homes for the MAA, as 
well as volunteering at President Trump’s rally.  She was a student leader at her church, went on missions 
trips to Kansas and Detroit and volunteered at the Women’s Rescue Mission.  Gabrielle plans to attend       
Muskegon Community College for 2 years and then transfer to Liberty University. 

McKayla Ruth Holtrop  McKayla is the daughter of Chris and Bethany Holtrop and Casey 
Stone.  She attended Calvary Christian Schools for 4 years.  McKayla’s favorite verse is Joshua 1:9 
(NIV) -  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged, for the L"#$ your God will be with you wherever you go.  She participated in volleyball, 
basketball, choir for 4 years and was a member of the Calvary Players Drama Club for 3 
years.  McKayla’s community service included highway clean-up and serving at the CCS banquets.  
She also volunteered for Vacation Bible Schools, children’s ministries, GEMS ministries and went 
on missions trips to Wisconsin and Indiana with her church.  McKayla plans to attend Moody Bible 
Institute, planning on working with sex trafficking victims after she graduates from college. 

Meghan Rose Johnson  Meghan is the daughter of Garry and Shannon Johnson.  She attended   
Calvary Christian Schools for 4 years.  Meghan’s favorite verse is Joshua 1:5 - No one will be able to 
stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.  She played volleyball & travel volleyball for 8 years and basketball.  Meghan 
also participated in choir, the CCS Worship Team and prayer groups.  Meghan’s community service 
included highway clean-up, raking leaves, Vacation Bible School, volunteering at Night to Shine, 
President Trump’s rally & food pantries. She was also a youth leader and Sunday School teacher,   
participated in her church’s worship band and the tech team.  She also went on an NYG youth trip with 
her church and was a camp counselor for 2 summers. Meghan plans on attending Cornerstone         

      University for veterinarian school and after receiving her Bachelor’s Degree, will transfer to Michigan 
      State University to complete her veterinarian degree.         

Lindi Nicole Meyers  Lindi is the daughter of Robert and Dawn Meyers.  She attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 7 years.  Lindi’s favorite verses are James 1:2-3 - Consider it pure joy, my     
brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance.  She was a member of the National Honor Society and also participated in 
cross country and track.  Lindi’s community service included highway clean-up, volunteering at food 
trucks and serving at Wesley Schools.  She also worked on the youth ministries tech team and vacation 
bible School leader at her church.  Lindi plans on attending Muskegon Community College to pursue a 
degree in Nursing. 

Ethan Edward Pollock  Ethan is the son of Ed and Sarah Pollock.  He attended Calvary Christian 
Schools for 5 years.  Ethan’s favorite verse is Isaiah 26:4 - Trust in the L"#$ forever, for the L"#$, 
the L"#$ himself, is the Rock eternal.  He played soccer, club soccer, basketball, and participated in 
cross country and track.  Ethan was also on the student council and participated in band for 2 years.  His 
community service included volunteering at kids’ camps, sports camps and cleaning streets, yards and 
parks.  He also volunteered at Vacation Bible Schools and worked on the worship team, tech team and 
student ministries at his church.  Ethan plans on attending Bryan College to play soccer and pursue a 
degree in business management. 

 



 

 

Nicholas James Ritsema  Nicholas is the son of Troy and Barbee Ritsema.  He attended Calvary 
Christian Schools for 10 years.  Nicholas’ favorite verse is 2 Corinthians 12:10 - That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong.  Nicholas played soccer and participated in track, weight lifting, cross 
country.  He was also a member of the National Honor Society.  His community service included       

       raking leaves and volunteering at the Love in Action mission store.  Nicholas plans on attending Grace  
           College in the fall to pursue a degree in Business.  

Jacob Lee Schuitema  Jacob is the son of Steve and Amy Schuitema.  He attended Calvary Christian 
Schools for 7 years.  Jacob’s favorite verse is Psalm 25:21 - May integrity and uprightness protect me, 
because my hope, L"#$, is in you.  He participated in band and played soccer, baseball and basket-
ball.  Jacob was also a member of the National Honor Society.  His community service included beach and 
highway clean-up, as well as helping with Vacation Bible School and youth group with his church.  Jacob 
plans on pursuing an Associate’s Degree in Automotive Technology and then go on to   become a Yamaha 
Motocross Technician. 
 

Braden Douglas Swanson  Braden is the son of Jeff and Colleen Swanson.  He attended Calvary     
Christian Schools for 1 year.  Braden’s favorite verse is Psalm 23:4 - Even though I walk through the dark-
est valley, will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Before coming to 
CCS, Braden ran track and played football and chess.  At CCS he played basketball, soccer and participated 
in track.  His community service included Rake n’ Run, as well as youth ministries with his church.  Braden 
plans on attending a trade school. 

Nicholas Rylee Terpenning  Nicholas is the son of John and Christine Terpenning and the late 
Krista VanKampen.  He attended Calvary Christian Schools for 7 years.  Nicholas’ favorite verse is 
Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the L"#$, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  He was a member of the Calvary Players Drama 
Club.  His community service included beach clean-up, highway clean-up, raking leaves and helping       
with the fish fry at his grandpa’s church.  Nicholas’ plans for the fall are unknown at this time. 

Rose Ellie Wesner  Rose is the daughter of Andrew and Jane Wesner.  She attended Calvary Christian 
Schools for 5 years.  Rose’s favorite verses are Matthew 6:19-21 - Do not store up for yourselves        
treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  She was a member of the 
National Honor Society and also participated in soccer, basketball, volleyball, choir and was a member of 
the    Calvary Players Drama Club.  Rose’s community service included volunteering at a horse therapy 
farm, Love in Action and Regatta.  She also volunteers in the nursery at her church.  Rose desires to serve 
the Lord in the field of Social Work.  She will be attending Emmaus Bible College, and then plans to    

     attend Cedarville University. 

Ryanne Elizabeth Wilczak  Ryanne is the daughter of Chris and Jaime Wilczak.  She attended        
Calvary Christian Schools for 13 years.  Her favorite verse is Isaiah 43:2 (NIV) - When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When 
you walk through the fire,   you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  Ryanne was part of 
the CCS Worship Team, choir and student council.  She played basketball for 2 years, volleyball for 2 
years and participated in track for 3 years and cross country for 2 years.  Her community service included 
beach clean-up, highway clean-up, and yard work.  Ryanne also worked in Sunday School, Vacation   
Bible School, led a small group for middle school and tech for her church.  Ryanne plans on attending 
Grand Valley University in the fall to study Physical Therapy. 
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Spread the Word… 
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Follow Us! 

Summer Camp at CCS 


